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CASTLE FOLLIT. 

Catalonta is the most eastern province of the Spanish 

peninsula, divided from France by the P)Tenees. It has the 

title of a principality, and its chief wealth is derived from its 

manufactures and maritime trade. Castle Follit, a gloomy 

city of this district, distant about eighteen miles south-east 

of Campredon, acquired a fatal notoriety in 1822. In the war 

between the Carlists and the Constitutionalists?a war which 

desolated all Spain, and made the history of that period red 

with blood?the inhabitants of Castle Follit followed the 

example of the insurgents at Sen d'Urgel and Balaquer, and 

joined the Don Carlos party. Towards the end of the month 

of October following, the famous constitutional leader, Mina, 
became master of the city, and terrible was the vengeance 

which he inflicted. Town and castle were burnt to the 

ground. Mina himself, in the account which he has given of 

the event in the published bulletin, says : " 
The city is now 

nothing more than a desert. Houses and fortifications, all, 
have disappeared : it now speaks to other cities of the tragical 

end which is sure to follow so foolish an enterprise as that o 

lending the ear to the perfidious suggestions of those who 

would appeal to arms in support of the enemies of the public 

good. On one of the most conspicuous parts of the ruin is 

traced this' inscrip tion : 'Here stood Castle Follit; citibs, 
LEARNT BY THIS EXAMPLE THAT THERE IS NO FAVOUR FOR 

THE ENEMIES OF THE COUNTRY.' 
" 

The ruins of the city are seen on an abrupt elevation, 

THE ROCKS OF CASTLE FOLL1T. F HO M A DHAWIKG BY P. BLANCHARD. 

which, to all appearance, is totally inaccessible, and is sup 

ported by basaltic columns resembling, in a very great degree, 
those of the grand cavern at Staffa. The whole of the sur 

rounding country is volcanic, and geologists consider it to be 

the principal locality of those volcanic phenomena which have 

contributed to the formation of the chain of the Pyrenees. 
Much controversy has taken place as to the origin of the 

words 
" 

Castle Follit." The general opinion appears to be 

that its name is derived from Castellum Fitltum, fortified 

castle. 
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